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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-702
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: October 13, 2015
Type of Action: City Charter amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends City Charter Article 5 – The Council – to change the current limitation of two consecutive full terms for City Council members to three terms, subject to voter approval of a referendum on the amendment. The Supervisor of Elections is directed to place the referendum on the Presidential Preference Primary ballot on March 15, 2016 and the Council Auditor is directed to convene a referendum financial impact estimate committee as provided by the Charter upon passage of the ordinance.
Background Information: The Task Force on Consolidated Government in its report Blueprint for Improvement II issued in 2014 recommended that the term limit on council members be extended from 2 to 3 consecutive full 4-years terms in order to better utilize the hard-won institutional knowledge developed by council members over the course of their terms and to allow continuity in the execution of important long-term policies. The Task Force heard numerous arguments on both sides of the term limit issue and arrived at the 3-term limit suggestion as a compromise between the advocates of retaining the 2-term limit and the proponent of unlimited terms. There was general consensus among the group that it usually takes at least a year or two for new council members to fully grasp the complexities of city governance and to learn how to become effective council members able to make the machinery of government serve the needs of their constituents. 
Policy Impact Area: Term limits
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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